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Why was Old Penn Station so ill-fated? 
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Annotated Bibliography 

 

Source N.1:  

 

Source type: Book 

• Title: Conquering Gotham: Building Penn Station and Its Tunnels 

• Author: Jonnes, Jill, 1952- 

• Publication Date: 2007  

• Publisher: Penguin Books, New York  

Summary: The book gives a detailed account of the visionary ideas that led to the construction 

of old Penn Station in 1910, as well as the obstacles that the Pennsylvania Railroad 

Corporation faced, particularly from the political organization called Tammany Hall. 

Assesment: This book is intended for people who wish to know the story behind one of the 

most enterprising and bold architectural projects undertaken in the USA. 

--------------------------------------------- 

Source N.2 

Source Type: Book 

• Title: America’s Great Railroad Stations 

• Author: Roger Straus III 

• Publication Date: 2011 

• Publisher: Viking Studio  

Summary: The book gives provides a description of America’s great stations. The book argues 

the importance in the mid 19
th

 Century of railroads in enabling the growth of America, by 

connecting it from Atlantic to Pacific. The stations of the great cities were an important symbol 

of their stature and wealth, and were built to impress the traveler. The book also argues that, 

even though the automobile and plane have all but supplanted the train, no automobile or plane 

travel could approximate the comfort, elegance, accoutrements, safety and classiness of the 

train. 

Reflection: In order to uphold my argument, I will use this book to show that Old Penn Station 

has some anomalies, both architectural and strategic, that spelled its doom. 



--------------------------------------------------------- 

Source N.3 

Source Type: Video 

• Title: Pennsylvania Station: Manhattan Gateway 

• Author: The History Channel - Exec. Producer Susan Werbe 

• Publication Date: 1998 

• Publisher: A & E Television Network  

Summary: This 50 minute documentary describes the process leading to the construction, 

operation and subsequent destruction of Penn Station. Particular attention is given to the 

construction of the tunnels under the Hudson River, which was the greatest challenge of the 

entire project. 

Assessment: The sources for this documentary range from The Library of Congress to the 

Pennsylvania Railway Archives, and are deemed to be reliable. Furthermore, much of the 

evidence is photographic, which allows for an aesthetic judgment of the station. No judgment 

is made by the producers regarding the destruction of the station. It is presented as a de facto 

event, brought about by the economic realities of post-war New York. 

Reflection: I will use photographic evidence in this documentary to argue that the station was 

not fit for preservation, due to certain flaws in its design. 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

Source N.4 

Source Type: Video 

• Title: American Experience: The Rise and Fall of Penn Station (partly based on the 

book “Conquering Gotham” - see above) 

• Author: American Experience (PBS and CPB) 

• Publication Date: 2014 

• Publisher: WGBH Educational Foundation  

Summary: This documentary shows a slightly different set of images of Penn Station from the 

History Channel documentary, but otherwise covers the same history. 

Assessment: The documentary is aimed at the general public, to educate them about a part of 

New York’s history. There is more of a bias in this presentation, indicating that the destruction 

of Penn Station was a massive act of vandalism. 

Reflection: I can use this documentary to refine my argument for the destruction of the station 

in the face of the strong objections presented by the documentary. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 


